
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Devotional Writings of Martin Luther 

 
 
The emphasis on Luther as the reformer, theologian and academic sometimes overshadows his cherished 
role as pastor. This course will explore this pastoral side of Luther, from the perspective of his devotional 
writings. In these writings, remarkably free from polemic that frequents his other works, Luther offers 
pastoral words and easy to understand expressions of evangelical piety. His reflections deal with prayer, 
the consolation of those who suffer — including women who suffer miscarriages, the reception of the 
Sacrament of the Altar, how to prepare for death, how to deal with temptations, and even what the role of 
a pastor is in times of crises in a community. This course will look at the practical advice and the 
theological underpinnings of Luther’s advice, and then evaluate the appropriateness of his devotional 
writings for today. 
 
Instructor: 
 Dr. Gordon Jensen       
 Office:    Room 266, Lutheran Theological Seminary 
 Phone:    (306) 966-7866  
 E-mail:   gordon.jensen@usask.ca 
 
Time:  
Class Seminar times will be from Monday, May 6th to Friday, May 10th   9:00am-12 noon, and 6:30pm-
8:30pm, ending at noon on Friday. Students will also be expected to spend from 1:30-3:00pm each day in 
preparation of presentations and adult education component of class. 
 
Objectives: 
• To provide an opportunity for students to read and reflect upon Luther’s devotional writings 
• To discern and clarify the practical issues that Luther addresses from in his role as parish pastor 
• To identify the theological issues and themes behind Luther’s practical advice 
• To help students become more deliberate and focussed on reflecting theologically on practical 

matters in the parish 
• To encourage the process by which students learn to think theologically and act practically in 

ways that are consistent with their theology. 
    
Evaluation: 
The Student will be evaluated in this course on the following criteria: 
‘ Class participation  10% 
‘ Class discussion  20% 
‘ One sermon   25% 
‘ Adult Education class  25% 
‘ Devotion/Meditation  20% 
 
Assignments in Detail:  
 Class Discussion: Each student will be required to prepare: 

1. one question to assist the other students in their reading of 
Luther’s writings. 

2. questions for discussion in class of each of the devotional writing 
of Luther.  

3. The student will also facilitate the discussion the chosen 
devotional writing of Luther, along with providing summary 
reflections and comments on the appropriateness of Luther’s 



theological approach and practical suggestions offered by him in 
these devotional writings. 

   
 Sermon:  a sermon on a practical issue covered in Luther’s devotional writings that 

would include appropriate pastoral and theological context, and which 
would give counsel, comfort or appropriate direction for the parish. 

 
 Adult Education A 45 minute adult class (or in conjunction with others, a multi-session 

adult study course) for congregational use that would provide instruction. 
This adult education experience will include a process of discernment, 
teaching, and experiential opportunities on a practical issue addressed in 
Luther’s devotional writings. 

 
 Devotion/Meditation: a two page (double spaced) meditation or devotional that would reflect 

the theological approach and meditative writings of Luther 
 
Note: All course assignments are due by June 28, 2002. 
 

 
Course Schedule: 

Day Time Treatise or topic to be covered:

Luther’s Writings on Prayer

May 6 morning Introduction to the Course 
An Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer for Simple Laity (1519) 

 evening Personal Prayer Book (1522)  
May 7 morning A Simple Way to Pray (1535)  

On Rogationtide Prayer and Procession (1519) 
Appeal for Prayer Against the Turks (1541) 
 

Luther’s Writings Offering Comfort and Consolation

May 7 evening A Letter to Hans von Rechenberg (1522) 
Comfort for Women who Have Had a Miscarriage (1542) 

May 8 morning A Christian Letter of Consolation to the People (1524) 
To All Christians in Worms (1523) 
A Letter of Consolation to all the Christians at Halle (1527) 
A Letter of Consolation to All Who Suffer Persecution (1522) 

 evening A Sermon on Preparing to Die (1519) 
Fourteen Consolations (1520) 
 

Luther’s Writings on the Passion, Facing Temptation, and the Pastoral Role

May 9 morning A Meditation on Christ’s Passion (1519) 
That a Christian Should Bear the Cross with Patience (1530) 
Comfort When Facing Grave Temptation (1521) 

 evening Whether One May Flee From a Deadly Plague (1527) 
To the Saxon Princes (1545) 

May 10 morning A Sermon on the Worthy Reception of the Sacrament (1521) 
Sayings in Which Luther found Comfort (1550) 
Summary to the Course, Conclusion 

 
 
 
 
 



Required Texts:   (Note: Please read as much of these two volumes as possible before the class begins) 
 
Martin Luther, Devotional Writings I, Luther’s Works, Volume 42, Martin O. Dietrich, ed., Helmut T. 

Lehmann, general editor,  (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969). 
 
Martin Luther, Devotional Writings II, Luther’s Works, Volume 43, Gustav K. Wienke, ed., Helmut T. 

Lehmann, general editor,  (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1968). 
 
James M. Kittelson, Luther the Reformer: The Story of the Man and His Career, (Minneapolis: Augsburg 

Publishing House, 1986).  Note: This book is to be read before the course begins. 
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